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EDITORIAL NOTICE
Selected visuals in this issue, including the cave and snail illustrations on page 5, were
generated using AI and are illustrative, not documentary photographs.
The temperatures and weather conditions on page 40 are illustrative examples, not 
verified observations or forecasts. They should not be used for travel or other planning.
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Global 
Headlines - 1/5

Etsy, the online marketplace built on handmade goods, announced on 22 October
that it is banning AI-generated instructional products. The ban covers knitting, 
crochet and sewing patterns, recipes, woodworking plans and instruction
manuals, as well as fully automated listings created without individual human
input. Existing listings get no grace period to comply.

Most listings must now include at 
least one unedited photo of the real
item on a real background, and
pattern and recipe sellers must
show a genuine photo of the
finished result. AI-assisted digital
art can still be sold if the AI use is 
disclosed. Etsy admitted it had not 
always addressed sellers' AI 
concerns as directly or as quickly
as they would have liked..
TECHNOLOGY | AI | E-COMMERCE | 
CRAFTS Source: Etsy, CNBC, NBC 
News, Value Added Resource, Oct
2026 · Edited & presented by GSR 
Analytix

ETSY DRAWS A 
LINE ON AI
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Global 
Headlines - 2/5

China's economy grew 4.5% year on year in the third quarter of 2026, up
from 4.3% in the second quarter, the National Bureau of Statistics said on 
19 October. Growth over the first nine months reached 4.6%, in line with 
the official annual target, with total output of about 107.1 trillion yuan, 
roughly $15.9 trillion.

Industry did the heavy lifting: 
industrial output rose 5.3%, with 
equipment manufacturing up 10.2% 
and high-tech manufacturing up
14.3%. Consumers were more
cautious, as retail sales of goods rose
just 1.1% in the first three quarters
while spending on services grew 5%. 
Officials said the economy is shifting
towards innovation-driven growth.

ECONOMY | CHINA | GDP | 
MANUFACTURING Source: National Bureau
of Statistics of China, Xinhua, Oct 2026 · 
Edited & presented by GSR Analytix

CHINA'S ECONOMY 
PICKS UP PACE
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Global 
Headlines- 3/5

Since 1871, accounts of early space weather have told of a train in Exeter, 
England, held for 16 minutes on the night of 18 October 1841 when a solar 
storm disrupted the railway's telegraph. Scientists led by Professor Jim Wild 
of Lancaster University have now shown the year was wrong: the Exeter-to-
Starcross line named in the story only opened in 1846.

By comparing railway timetables, 
newspaper reports, aurora sightings and
digitised magnetic records, the team
moved the event to 18 October 1848. 
The 1841 date in an anonymous 1871 
article in Nature was probably a typo. 
Published in the journal Space Weather, 
the study shows that solar storms have
been disrupting infrastructure for nearly
two centuries.

SCIENCE | SPACE WEATHER | HISTORY | UK
Source: Lancaster University, RMIT University, 
Space Weather (AGU), Oct 2026 · Edited & 
presented by GSR Analytix

THE TRAIN THAT 
WAITED FOR THE SUN
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Global 
Headlines - 4/5

Scientists have described Erhaia dijiang, the first freshwater cave snail
documented in China. The tiny snail lives in a cave in Yuxi City, Yunnan
Province, at 2,062 metres, the highest altitude yet recorded for a cave snail in 
its family. It has lost its eyes entirely, and has a nearly transparent shell and a 
colourless body.

Its name honours Di Jiang, a faceless mountain god from the ancient
Chinese text Classic of Mountains and Seas. The snail is so sensitive to light
that it hides under rocks when exposed. In their first survey, researchers
found only three living adults and one empty shell, and describe its
conservation outlook as ‘far from optimistic’. The study appears in 
Subterranean Biology.

NATURE | BIODIVERSITY | CAVES | CHINA Source: Subterranean Biology / Pensoft Publishers, Oct
2026 · Edited & presented by GSR Analytix

THE GHOST 
SNAIL OF 
YUNNAN
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Global 
Headlines - 5/5

The 46th Princess of Asturias Awards were presented on 23 October at the
Campoamor Theatre in Oviedo, Spain. This year's laureates include singer and
poet Patti Smith, novelist Julian Barnes, Studio Ghibli, astronaut Christina 
Koch, historian Timothy Garton Ash and footballer Lionel Messi, whose arrival
brought crowds of fans to the city.

Several winners spoke of 
hope at a time of 
widespread
disillusionment. Princess
Leonor told Julian Barnes
that “No AI will ever be able
to replicate the emotion
stirred by your work”, and
closed her speech with a 
line from a Studio Ghibli
film: “The wind rises, we
must try to live!” King 
Felipe VI and Queen Letizia
presided over the
ceremony. CULTURE | 
AWARDS

| LITERATURE | SPAIN
Source: Princess of Asturias Foundation, Euronews, 
Oct 2026 · Edited & presented by GSR Analytix

HOPE IN DARK TIMES
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WESTLIFE — LONDON
The O2 • 9–11 October 2026. The Irish group brings its 25th Anniversary World Tour to
London for three arena shows, with special guest Ana Sky.

BIGBANG — TAIPEI & SINGAPORE
Taipei Dome • 9–11 October; Singapore National Stadium • 17–18 October 2026. The K-
pop pioneers’ XX: COSMOS world tour celebrates their 20th anniversary with major
stadium shows across Asia.

BRUNO MARS — VANCOUVER
BC Place • 14, 16 and 17 October 2026. The Romantic Tour reaches Vancouver for
multiple stadium shows, with RAYE and Anderson .Paak appearing as DJ Pee .Wee
.

ZACH BRYAN — AUBURN
Jordan-Hare Stadium • 10 October 2026. Auburn hosts the scheduled finale of With 
Heaven on Tour, with Gregory Alan Isakov and Gabriella Rose joining the bill.

Source: Official artist and venue listings · Edited & presented by GSR Analytix

JESUS CHRIST SUPERSTAR — LONDON
Eurovision star Sam Ryder leads Tim Sheader’s production of Andrew Lloyd Webber’s rock opera 
at the Theatre Royal Drury Lane, running from 16 October 2026 to 9 January 2027.

DIRTY DANCING — LONDON
The planned October opening at Capital Theatre has been postponed. The musical will instead
play a limited season at the Prince Edward Theatre from January 2027. Revised Capital Theatre
dates will be announced.

HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL — LONDON
The stage version of the Disney favourite arrives at the Troubadour Wembley Park Theatre, 
running from 12 October 2026 to 3 January 2027.

WANTED — NEW YORK
A new Broadway musical follows twin sisters Mary and Martha Clarke, who became outlaws in 
1890s Texas. Previews begin 15 October 2026 at the James Earl Jones Theatre, with opening
night on 8 November 2026.

Source LW Theatres, Capital Theatre, High School Musical  Shubert Organization. 
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