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Global 
Headlines - 1/5

Finance ministers and central bankers are heading to Bangkok for the IMF–World 
Bank Annual Meetings, where Thailand expects more than 15,000 delegates. The
IMF’s next full assessment of the world economy will be presented there. Its July
update left 2026 growth near 3%, but raised the inflation forecast because of 
energy and food prices. Speaking at the G20 finance meeting in early September, 
Managing Director Kristalina Georgieva said the world had absorbed the energy
supply shock better than expected.

She also named the risks still on the table. 
First, “the energy shock is not over”: shipping
through the Strait of Hormuz remains largely
disrupted, and strategic reserves will need
restocking before winter. Second, public
debt keeps climbing in what she called a 
“staircase”, rising in every crisis and rarely
falling afterwards. Third, artificial
intelligence: investment has lifted growth in 
the US and South Korea, but its effect on 
productivity and financial stability is still
uncertain.

ECONOMY | IMF | ENERGY | DEBT
Source: International Monetary Fund, G20 Finance 
Ministers’ meeting (Sept 2026), Nation Thailand, Oct
2026 · Edited & presented by GSR Analytix

IMF SOUNDS THE ALARM
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Global 
Headlines - 2/5

The AI boom is increasingly an energy story. This week Amazon said it plans to
invest $1 billion over five years in US communities that host its data centres. 
According to the International Energy Agency, data-centre electricity demand rose
17% in 2025, far outpacing 3% growth in global power demand, while AI-focused
facilities grew by around 50%. The five largest operators spent more than $400 
billion in 2025, and that spending is expected to climb a further 75% this year.

The IEA expects data-centre electricity
use to double by 2030, with AI-specific
demand tripling. Shortages of turbines, 
transformers and chips, along with grid 
delays, are already slowing new projects. 
Operators are turning to renewables, 
which made up about 40% of corporate
power deals in 2025, and some are
exploring small nuclear reactors. The
upside: AI could cut energy costs in heavy
industry by 3 to 10 percentage points.

AI’S GROWING POWER BILL

TECHNOLOGY | AI | ENERGY | DATA CENTRES
Source: International Energy Agency (“Key Questions on Energy and
AI”, Apr 2026), Wall Street Journal via Newsquawk, Oct 2026 · Edited
& presented by GSR Analytix
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Global 
Headlines- 3/5

The world’s largest inland body of water is slowly retreating. Kazakhstan’s
Ministry of Ecology reports that the average level in its sector of the Caspian Sea
stood at –29.35 metres in 2025, after falling since the mid-1990s to historic
lows. Its national weather service blames changing climate patterns and human
use of river water. The Volga, which supplies around 80% of the sea’s inflow, is 
carrying less water than before.

ENVIRONMENT | CLIMATE | WATER | CENTRAL ASIA
Source: Kazakhstan Ministry of Ecology / Kazhydromet, 
Astana Times, Report.az, Orda.kz, 2025–2026 · Edited

& presented by GSR Analytix

CASPIAN’S SHRINKING WATERS

Projections differ sharply. Kazakhstan’s
own scenarios show the level dropping
to between –32.4 and –34 metres by
2050. Researchers from the universities
of Giessen, Bremen and Utrecht warn of 
a 9–18 metre fall by 2100, shrinking the
sea’s area by up to a third and
threatening the endemic Caspian seal, 
which breeds on the shallow northern
ice. Some Russian scientists expect the
decline to level off. All five coastal states
face the same question.
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Global 
Headlines - 4/5

Kenya confirmed its first-ever case of Ebola on 6 October. The case was
imported: a Kenyan citizen who had lived in the Democratic Republic of Congo
for seven years fell ill there and died after returning to Nairobi. Health Cabinet
Secretary Aden Duale said tests confirmed the Bundibugyo strain. Authorities
have identified 28 contacts and are following them up. The World Health
Organization has been notified under international health rules.

The case is linked to the outbreak Congo declared in mid-May. As of 2 October, 
the WHO had recorded 8,463 cases and 4,082 deaths there. There is still no
approved vaccine or specific treatment for this strain. Kenya has screened more
than 650,000 travellers since May and trained nearly 5,000 health workers. 
Officials advise regular handwashing and prompt care at recognised health
facilities for anyone who feels unwell.

HEALTH | AFRICA | EBOLA | 
PUBLIC HEALTH

Source: Kenya Ministry of Health / 
Kenya News Agency, AFP, World 

Health Organization, 6 Oct 2026 · 
Edited & presented by GSR 

Analytix

A GLOBAL 
HEALTH WATCH
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Global 
Headlines - 5/5

The 62nd Chicago International Film Festival opens on 14 October, running
until 25 October. It is North America’s longest-running international competitive
film festival, and this year’s edition begins with the opening-night screening of 
Club Kid. The centrepiece follows on 21 October at the Music Box Theatre: 
Mouse, a coming-of-age drama, with actress Sophie Okonedo attending in person
for a tribute.

FILM | CULTURE | FESTIVALS | CHICAGO
Source: Chicago International Film Festival 
(Cinema/Chicago), Choose Chicago, Oct 2026 · 
Edited & presented by GSR Analytix

The festival also reaches beyond downtown. 
The Logan Center at the University of Chicago 
on the South Side will host 11 films and an 
evening with Marlon Wayans from 16 to 22 
October. A first-ever Physical Media Fair joins
the opening weekend, a nod to collectors of film 
on disc and tape. Films from around the world
will compete for the festival’s Gold Hugo 
awards.

LIGHTS, CAMERA, CHICAGO
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INDUSTRY IN FOCUS
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WESTLIFE — LONDON
The O2 • 9–11 October 2026. The Irish group brings its 25th Anniversary World Tour to
London for three arena shows, with special guest Ana Sky.

BIGBANG — TAIPEI & SINGAPORE
Taipei Dome • 9–11 October; Singapore National Stadium • 17–18 October 2026. The K-
pop pioneers’ XX: COSMOS world tour celebrates their 20th anniversary with major
stadium shows across Asia.

BRUNO MARS — VANCOUVER
BC Place • 14, 16 and 17 October 2026. The Romantic Tour reaches Vancouver for
multiple stadium shows, with RAYE and Anderson .Paak appearing as DJ Pee .Wee
.

ZACH BRYAN — AUBURN
Jordan-Hare Stadium • 10 October 2026. Auburn hosts the scheduled finale of With 
Heaven on Tour, with Gregory Alan Isakov and Gabriella Rose joining the bill.

Source: Official artist and venue listings · Edited & presented by GSR Analytix

JESUS CHRIST SUPERSTAR — LONDON
Eurovision star Sam Ryder leads Tim Sheader’s production of Andrew Lloyd Webber’s rock opera 
at the Theatre Royal Drury Lane, running from 16 October 2026 to 9 January 2027.

DIRTY DANCING — LONDON
The planned October opening at Capital Theatre has been postponed. The musical will instead
play a limited season at the Prince Edward Theatre from January 2027. Revised Capital Theatre
dates will be announced.

HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL — LONDON
The stage version of the Disney favourite arrives at the Troubadour Wembley Park Theatre, 
running from 12 October 2026 to 3 January 2027.

WANTED — NEW YORK
A new Broadway musical follows twin sisters Mary and Martha Clarke, who became outlaws in 
1890s Texas. Previews begin 15 October 2026 at the James Earl Jones Theatre, with opening
night on 8 November 2026.

Source LW Theatres, Capital Theatre, High School Musical Shubert Organization. 
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