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COUNTRY TOURISM OVERVIEW

QUICK PROFILE
CAPITAL LANGUAGE
Mexico City
BEST KNOWN FOR COASTLINES

Heritage, beaches, cuisine

THE TOURISM PROPOSITION

CULTURE

Maya, Mexica and colonial layers remain part of daily life.
Museums, markets and festivals furn heritage into a living visitor
experience.

HOSPITALITY

Resorts, boutigue hotels, haciendas and urban luxury serve very
different budgets. This breadth makes Mexico resilient across
travel segments.

Spanish + Indigenous languages

Pacific, Gulf and Caribbean

CURRENCY

Mexican peso (MXN)

GLOBAL POSITION

Top-tier visitor economy

Deserts, reefs, forests, volcanoes and biospheres support
year-round products. The opportunity is to connect access with
stronger conservation.

Dense air links to Morth America and global hubs support leisure
and business demand. Regional connectivity can distribute
visitors more widely.
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THE DESTINATION CASE

WHY MEXICO

A DESTINATION
WITH DEPTH

Mexico can deliver a beach holiday, a design-led city
break, a culinary journey and a heritage expedition
within one national portfolio. This diversity supports
longer stays, repeat travel and premium multi-stop
itineraries.

LIVING HERITAGE - GLOBAL CUISINE

Archaeological icons coexist with contemporary communities. Regional foodways tum travel into cultural discovery. Markets,
Local guides, artisans and festivals give the past a human woice. farms and chef-led restaurants create experiences at every price
level.

m COASTAL VARIETY - URBAN ENERGY

Caribbean clarity, Pacific drama and Gulf ecosystems offer Mexico City, Guadalajara and Monterrey add museums, design,
distinct products. Visitors can choose reefs, surf, sailing or guiet nightlife and business. They also function as gateways to regional
nature. circuits.

YEAR-ROUND DEMAND ! - VALUE RANGE

Climate and product diversity reduce single-season dependence. Luxury, lifestyle, family and adventure products can coexist. Clear
Strong domestic travel further stabilizes hotels, restaurants and segmentation allows destinations to grow value without becoming
aftractions. interchangeable.

GSR PERSPECTIVE

Mexico's strongest position is not one famous destination; it is the ability to package culture, coast, cuisine and
commerce into connected journeys with higher local value.
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01 EX - - RIVIERA MAYA

Museums, architecture, gastronomy and Caribbean resorts connect with cenotes
creative districts reward multi-day stays. and Maya heritage. Better inland

The capital is also the country's strongest excursions can spread visitor spending
cultural gateway. beyond the coast.

- CHICHEN ITZA 05

This monumental landscape attracts Markets, mezcal, craft and Indigenous
global demand. Timed visits and regional culture create a layered journey.
circuits can improve both experience and Gastronomy gives the destination strong
local benefit. year-round appeal.

EDITORIAL ROUTE

Mexico City — Oaxaca — Yucatan — Riviera Maya creates a high-impact
first journey combining urban culture, food, heritage and coast. Each stop
has a distinct identity, while air access and guided transfers make the circuit
commercially realistic.
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A cliff-top archaeological setting anchors
lifestyle hospitality. Water, mobility and
carrying capacity now define its next
development phase.

- LOS CABOS

Desert-meets-ocean luxury supports golf,
marine and wellness travel. High-value
demand creates opportunities for
climate-smart hospitality.

4-STOP
SIGNATURE
CIRCUIT
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=L DE ALLENDE - GUANAJUATO

Design, weddings and boutigue hospitality create premium A theatrical heritage city of tunnels, plazas and color. Festivals
demand. Its compact center shows how architecture can become and student culture extend its appeal beyond conventional
a complete visitor proposition. sightseeing.

- COPPER CANYON

Yucatan culture, haciendas and cuisine support elegant slow Rail journeys reveal dramatic northem landscapes and Indigenous
travel. The city is also a practical base for archaeological circuits. heritage. Carefully managed adventure products could raise stay
length and local income.

USN PUERTO VALLARTA - BAJA CALIFORNIA

Pacific hospitality combines art, gastronomy and a walkable old Wine, whales, surf, desert and sea create a powerful road-trip
town. Its mature market can support more neighborhood-based portfolio. Seasonality allows operators to build several specialist
experiences. products.

- CAMPECHE

Palenque, rainforest and community tourism offer exceptional Fortified heritage provides a distinctive city experience and
depth. Access and community-led standards are central to access to Calakmul. It can anchor a guieter, higher-value cultural
responsible growth. circuit
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WHAT VISITORS ACTUALLY BUY

TOURISM EXPERIENCES

FROM SIGHTSEEING
TO PARTICIPATION

The strongest Mexican products invite visitors to taste, learn,
celebrate and connect - not simply observe. Participation
increases memory, local spending and the likelihood of
recommendation.

- HERITAGE - BEACH & MARINE

Markets, regional kitchens, cacao,
mezcal and wine become bookable
stories when local producers and chefs
lead the experience.

- NATURE

Cenotes, biospheres, desert and forest
trails can disperse demand. Small groups
and trained guides reduce pressure.

Archaeological zones, museums and
historic centers gain depth through
interpretation, evening access and
expert-led thematic routes.

- WELLNESS

Spa, retreats, thermal traditions and slow
travel connect hospitality with landscape,
food and longer average stays.

Resorts, reefs, sailing, diving and whales
serve multiple budgets. Conservation
quality directly protects product value.

- EVENTS & MICE

Congress cities, resorts, weddings and
festivals create high-spend demand and
business for local suppliers outside peak
periods.

EXPERIENCE DESIGN PRINCIPLE

Pair one iconic attraction with one local host, one regional flavor and one low-impact mobility choice.

The result is more memorable, more distributive and easier to differentiate.
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KEY STATISTICS & MARKET DATA

INTERNATIONAL VISITORS
2025; +13.6% year on year

VISITOR RECEIPTS
2025; +6.2% year on year

UNESCO WORLD HERITAGE PROPERTIES

28 cultural, 6 natural, 2 mixed

WHAT THE NUMBERS MEAN

01

Mexico combines large tourist arrivals
with an even broader visitor economy.

OFFICIAL SOURCE NOTE

47.8 M

INTERNATIONAL TOURISTS
2025; +6.1% year on year

8.7%

TOURISM SHARE OF GDP

2024; preliminary satellite account

$2.871 BN

TOURISM FDI
2024 official reporting

02 (1]

Receipts are growing, but spend, Heritage scale gives Mexico powerful
dispersion and local value capture tools to diversify beyond coastal
remain priorities. gateways.

SECTUR / INEGI intemational visitor results for 2025; INEGI Tourism Satellite Account 2024; UNESCO World Heritage Convention;

SECTUR tourism FDI statement for 2024.
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INFRASTRUCTURE & KEY PLAYERS

GATEWAY INFRASTRUCTURE

- AIRPORTS

Mexico City, Cancun, Guadalajara, Los Cabos and Puerto Vallarta
anchor access. Secondary air links determine whether growth

reaches emerging regions.

- PORTS

Cozumel, Cabo San Lucas and Pacific ports support cruise flows.
Shore products must convert short visits into meaningful local

expenditure.

KEY PLAYERS

SECTUR, state ministries, municipalities,
INAH and environmental authorities set
access, heritage and sustainability rules.
Coordination determines implementation
quality.

- ROAD & RAIL

joumey.

- DIGITAL

Mobile booking, payments and reputation systems shape visitor
choice. Better destination data can also manage capacity and
improve dispersion.

. °

Airlines, airports, hotels, tour companies,
OTAs and investors shape capacity and
market reach. Shared standards can
strengthen destination trust.
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Highways dominate, while new rail corridors reshape selected
circuits. Last-mile guality remains essential to the complete visitor

Ni%?. LOCAL

Communities, guides, artisans,
restaurateurs and destination
organizations deliver authenticity. Their
participation is central to long-term social
licence.
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SECTOR CHALLENGES

SUCCESS CREATES
ITS OWN PRESSURE.

01

Tourism growth competes with households and ecosystems in dry
or fast-growing destinations. Reuse, metering and transparent
allocation must become investment standards.

03

Caribbean operations need coordinated monitoring, collection and
circular-use systems. Isolated hotel responses cannot solve a
destination-scale challenge.

05

Uneven standards can weaken safety, tax capture and destination
guality. Simple registration and training can improve inclusion
without removing small operators.

MAGAZINE 09

MEXICO EDITION

The central policy question is not whether Mexico
can attract more visitors. It is whether destinations
can convert growth into resilient local prosperity
while protecting the assets that created demand in
the first place.

(17]

Reefs, dunes, mangroves and beaches require stronger
carrying-capacity management. Construction decisions directly
affect the product sold to visitors.

04

Iconic centers and archaeological sites need timed flows and
spatial dispersion. Better interpretation can move demand toward
nearby communities.

06

Clear, destination-specific information is essential for confidence.
Coordinated communication should combine prevention, verified
guidance and rapid response.

Every new room, route or attraction should answer three questions: Who benefits locally? What
ecological limit is protected? How will the place remain distinctive after growth?
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THE NEXT TOURISM MODEL

01 - COMMUNITY VALUE 03

Heat, storms, water and coastal Local ownership and procurement Live data can redirect visitors by time,
adaptation must become operating convert visitation into durable route and capacity. The objective is a
capabilities. Resilient assets protect both development. Visible benefit also better experience, not surveillance.
guests and investment value. strengthens destination support for

tourism.

- LOW-CARBON MOBILITY ] - SKILLS

Walkability, clean fransfers and rail-linked Technology should make local stories Service excellence reguires language,
circuits improve the product. Easier easier to discover, not flatten them. digital and sustainability training. Career
movement also supports independent Multilingual tools can connect visitors pathways are essential for retention and
local businesses. with smaller suppliers. consistent guality.

2030 DESTINATION STANDARD

01 02 03 04 05

Measure carrying Price natural value Reward local supply Design universal Publish impact data
capacity access
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INVESTMENT & PARTNERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

INVEST IN
THE EXPERIENCE
ECONOMY

Mexico's next opportunity is to deepen spend, extend stays
and distribute demand through better products - not simply
add volume. The strongest projects will combine clear
demand, distinctive place identity and measurable local
benefit.

01 . E HE : - NATURE & WELLNESS 03

Adaptive reuse, haciendas and design Low-density lodges, marine and desert Markets, farms, cacao, mezcal, tequila
hotels can monetize identity while retreats match premium demand when and wine can become bookable circuits
preserving buildings and supporting conservation and community access are with strong local purchasing and

skilled local work. built in. storytelling.

- DESTINATION TECH 05 LIMATE SYSTEMS - MICE & EVENTS

Flow management, payments, Water reuse, passive cooling, waste High-value meetings linked to culture and
multilingual content and analytics can systems, coastal monitoring and clean local supply can fill shoulder seasons
improve both visitor convenience and energy protect operations and reduce and generate repeat corporate demand.
management decisions. long-term cost

MARKET PLACE IMPACT RESILIENCE

Clear demand and access Distinctive local story Jobs and local sourcing Water, climate and nature

GSR ANALYTIX | TOURISM & HOSPITALITY MAGAZINE www.gsranalytix.com | 11



CONNECTING

WITH OPPORTUNITY

GSR Analytix connects destinations, investors, hotel operators, tourism

institutions and local pariners through market intelligence, sector visibility and
strategic dialogue.

01

MARKET INTELLIGENCE

DESTINATION POSITIONING

PARTNER DISCOVERY

INVESTMENT DIALOGUE

www.gsranalytix.com

INTELLIGENCE - INSIGHT - IMPACT

MX

NORTH AMERICA
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